INVASION OF THE SACRED PLACES   155
which, we later learned, was due to the direct instructions of the Wazir, and ending in this attempt, which came too late to be of any avail to him or injury to us. Two days later Mrs Bullock Workman received a despatch from the Resident stating that the Durbar complained, that we had invaded the * sacred places* of the lamas, and asking us to refrain from doing anything to excite local feeling* An answer was sent, that, to her regret, the invasion of the so-called sacred places was complete, that the myth of the sacred places originated in the fertile brain of the Wazir, and that the only local feeling excited in the Rangdum by the movements of the expedition had, apparently, been one of satisfaction* Official inquiry based on this reply disclosed the true facts of the case, also that the lamas held no such fiction of sacred places, and led to the removal of the Wazir, whose record in certain other official matters was found to be unsatisfactory.
In these days, when the most remote places of the earth we open to the explorer, the grand, untrodden mountains can be called sacred only to the Almighty, who has protected them from invasion by barriers sufficiently difficult to be overcome,